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A virtual seminar and its basic didactics as well as some experiences and results 
of the evaluation are presented. The online portal consists of 14 modules and 
accompanying methodical excursions. The modules and their contents are 
worked through in linear sequence, each module within a week. Didactics com-
bine imparting of knowledge by direct instruction and an avoidance of “sluggish” 
knowledge via stimulation of learner activities involving the usage of the knowl-
edge acquired in order to perform well at various tasks. The first aspect is re-
flected by the three phases of the modules: initiation (test of prior knowledge, 
introduction to the topic and presentation of objectives), acquisition (working 
on the learning material) and consolidation (summary, final knowledge test, 
transfer tasks and providing resources). The second aspect is represented by 
the tasks, which lead to higher cognitive goals. They require planned activities 
partly as pairwork, and discussions. Learners are supported by means of tips on 
effective learning, an overview about existing and worked through modules as 
well as an overview about tasks that they had worked on and their success at 
solving them (in part with individual feedback). Online, the contents are pre-
sented concisely and illustratively, offline scripts are intended to allow deeper 
and more detailed processing. Experiences were positive; the evaluation showed 
a high acceptance of the seminar and a high level of achievement of cognitive 
educational objectives. 
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(1) Description of the Online Course on Media Psychology 
The starting point of the online course is the WWW portal. It contains 
three sections: (1) course issues, (2) modules, and (3) tasks.  
(1) Course Issues: This section contains introductions to technique, naviga-
tion and course organization, an overview on topics, a guide to learning and 
working and information about tutors and course participants.  
     University of Regensburg 
  Faculty of Philosophy II 
- Psychology, Education und Sports Science - 
              Chair of Psychology VI 
Miss Christina Mayer successfully participated in the course “Children´s and Youngsters´ World of 
Media” (http://seminar-medienwelten.de) during the winter term 2006/2007. The course covered 3 semester 
periods per week. 
Miss Mayer worked on at least 14 compulsory and non-compulsory exercises in 14 topics (two of them in 
cooperation with a course participant). The written solutions were scored by a tutor. Mark: 1 (Very good) 
The course topics were as follows: 
• media concepts and the discussion of media 
effects 
• a framework of media effects – fundamentals of 
the psychology of communication and learning 
• usage of media – specific methods and recent 
results 
• media consumption as parasocial interaction 
and the media equation 
• stereotypes and prejudice in media  
• knowledge acquisition through mass 
media  
• children/youngsters and advertising 
• media-induced suicide 
• media and the development of 
morals and prosociality 
• sex within media 
• violence and aggression in media  
• fear and anxiety through media 
• media effects within subjective 
perception and as reflected by 
media 
• research of media effects and 
pedagogical/educational action 
• methods (extra topic) 
The course was conducted by the Chair of Psychology VI within the domains of Media and Educational 
Psychology, Communication within the Fields of Family, Health, Management and Psychotherapy 
(according to the examination regulations for the diploma in psychology DPO § 24, Hauptseminar) 
and Media Education (according to the examination regulations LPO I § 110b).  
Regensburg, 21.03.2007                    Prof. Dr. Helmut Lukesch 
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(2) Modules: The course consists of 14 modules (see Fig. 1) and accompany-
ing methodical excursions as well as a glossary. The modules are structured 
in three phases (see Fig. 2): (1) initiation (test of prior knowledge, introduc-
tion to the topic and presentation of objectives), (2) acquisition (working on 
the learning material) and (3) consolidation (summary, final knowledge test, 
transfer tasks and providing resources). Online, contents are presented con-
cisely and illustratively, offline scripts (available after the presentation of 
objectives) are intended to allow deeper and more detailed processing. 
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(3) Evaluation of a Preceding (Largely Identical) Prototype  
Question: Is the course manageable, useful and reasonable for learners? 
Sample: 33 female and 7 male students; mean age M = 24.7 years (SD = 4.9).
Dependent variables and their measurement: 
(1) Acceptance
